TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


QUOTE INITIALS 


WASHINGTON 25 


July 16, 1954 


Mr. Hurry I. Boosel 
2635 Balmoral Avenue 
Chicago 25, Illinois 

Dear Sir: 

In reference to your letter of July 9, 1954, you are advised that the 
United States Mint has manufactured coins in the past for the Government 
of Saudi Arabia, and also for many other foreign governments since passage 
of permissive law by the Congress of the United States in 1874, 

Contracts for the manufacture of foreign coins by the United States 
Mint are made only with the governments concerned, the duly accredited 
representative of the foreign government making application through the 
Department of State to the Secretary of the Treasury, Foreign coins are 
minted in accordance with legally prescribed standards and devices of such 
country for which they are made. 

„ Coins manufactured by the United States for the Government of Saudi Arabia, 
dating back to 1944, have included the following denominations: Silver riyals, 
half-riyals, and quarter-riyals; cupronickel girsh, half-girsh, and quarter- 
girsh; and gold disks. 


Physical properties of the gold disks, about which you have particularly 
inquired, made in 1945 and 1947, were as follows: The flaeaeee-ax ^pure gol d 
content was 916-2/3, the other 8-1 /3 parts being copper. Cffhe 91,210 disksj ?'''^ 
made in 1945 had an individual gross weight of 493.09788 g rains consisting o f 
452.00639 grains of gold and 41.09149 grains of copper. f'TEe 121,364 disks 
made in 1947 had an individual gross weight of 123.27447 grains cons1sting ' 
of 113.0016 grains of gold and 10.27287 grains of copper. 


Since the weight and metallic content of coins containing precious metals 
are often referred to in terms of the troy ounce, the corresponding troy 
weights of the gold disks are set forth below. A troy ounce contains 480 
grains. 


Government of 
Saudi Arabia 
gold disks 


Gross weight 
per disk 

Troy ounce 


Fine weight 
of gold 
per disk 

Troy ounce 


Made in 1945 — 
Made in 1947 — 


1.0273 

0.2568 


0.9417 

0.2354 











V 


If Interested In factual detail, regarding the lama _of «» 

. v4 or any foreign coins manufactured by United States 

-cHnfo^on ehonld be uddr.e.ed directly tc the 
monetary l.euing authority of the goremment concerned. 


Tortr tirtll V TOUT*. 


Assistant Director of the Mint 




DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 



OFFICE OF 

director of the mint 

SAUDI ARABIAN GOLD DISCS 


During the mid-Forties, the United States Government manu¬ 
factured gold discs for the Government of Saudi Arabia. There 
were two such discs, of different sizes, struck in 1945, 1946 and 
1947. The smaller one had a gross weight of 123. 27447 grains 
consisting of 113. 0016 grains of gold and 10.27287 grains of copper. 

'"There were 121. 364 of these discs made in 1947.") 


^ There" 


The larger ones, made in 1945 and 1946, had an individual 
gross weight of 493. 09788 grains oons i^u^ip of 4 T?i OOfi^Q ^rrai . nc 
of gold and 41.09149 grains of copper. C 91, 210 of these were madeJ 
The composition was 916-2/3rds parts gold and 83-l/3rd parts copper. 
The order was processed at the Philadelphia Mint. 


These discs are not coin. The Saudi Arabian Government re¬ 
quested the Mint to sell them small gold bars of a certain weight. 

In the first place, it is very difficult to pour small gold bars of even 
an approximate weight, much less an exact weight. Also, it is very 
expensive as much labor is required. The bars are hand-poured. 

In order to supply the gold in question, it was suggested that a more 
accurate weight could be had by rolling and cutting a disc of a cer¬ 
tain weight. On all gold and silver bars sold by a Mint institution, 
an impression was placed thereon, showing what institution made them. 
This is a hand operation, using a hammer and a die punch. In mis 
case, the discs were run through a press and the impressions 
stamped on the disc with a die that was prepared for this purpose, 
and with approximately the same design as the one used to mark 
bars, an eagle design. 


These pieces were manufactured from gold transferred to tnat 
country for dollar credits the Saudi Arabian Government had in this 
country. We have no information as to the actual internal circu¬ 
lation in Saudi Arabia. 


Keep Freedom in Your Future With US. Savings Bonds 








1873 1873 


Dear Eric: 


HARRY X BOOSEL 

P.O. BOX $^132 — NORTHTOWN STATION 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 606^ 

16th Dec 1975 


This may be up your alley- 

A local dealer- not a nationally prominent one, a few years 
ago, knowingly purchased about 8,000 counterfeit-pieces, almost 
all colonials- the list is attached, as well as ^sample$r the 
pencil figures indicate about how many of each. 

I don't know what he had in mind originally- he asked me just yester¬ 
day what he should do- he has about $5»000 in it. He will not 
release them as-is- He is considering getting a steel stamp 
about like this: fToPy] and stamping them all, incuse. 

They could not decaeve anyone half-way knowing, but novices 
could and are being^fcaken in by others. 

He mentioned that after he stamps them "copy" he could 
retail them as copies and at least get his money back. One 
thing I am sure, is that he will NOT put them out as they are, 
or he wouldn't have asked my advice/ 

From the list, it looks like they went right down the 
Guide Book- 

He did not mention what the "price " means on the list. 

Perhaps that wfca$; going to be the "ret&&L price? Next year 
would find a good market for them- even as copies. 

May I have your thinking on this? 


Regards, 


P.S. On the Saudi pieces- I never received ah answer to my letter 
to Eleanor Hayden-sent in Sept. Xabout the dies), I sent my letter 
(copy 2. to Hoskins and asked him to follow-up. I At the November mee^imgs 
of the Chicago Coin Club and Morton Grove Coin Club I gave a talk 
on the discs. Both were well received. Will forward my entire file 
to Bressett after Christmas. 



Glad to hear you are on the CSNS panel in May. 


Pl^Stc 


wsr Mp S btoPLti 



ANA 4343 
LM 77 













ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 22, 1975 


Mr. Harry X. Boosel 
P. 0. Box 59132 - 
Northtown Station 
Chicago, IL 60659 

Dear Harry: 

Your letter with respect to Colonial copies is right up my alley. 

I keep an extensive file of Colonial copies and would appreciate it very much 
if one could be sent to me of each type that this person has. I will be glad 
to return any of those which I already have. It is important that such a file 
be kept. I have a principle that I do not ever buy a copy. 

With respect to the commercial problem, I believe these copies were 
made before the effective date of the Hobby Protection Act and, therefore, 
there is no legal requirement to stamp them with the word COPY. 

The owner apparently will not put than out as they are, but I would 
encourage him to sell them off in bulk and get his money out of it if he can 
rather than try to ease his conscience by stamping them and then be responsible 
for putting fakes out to the collector. I do not see how a man who has high 
standards as he appears to have would have gotten so deeply involved. Incidentally, 
I will be glad to give him some other fakes which I might have in duplicate 
if he wants them. You were nice enough to send me his number 10 and his number 
48. Please convince him of the importance of letting me complete ray group 
to the extent his pieces may be helpful. I am holding the pieces tentatively. 

tty kindest regards for the Holiday. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 

EPNtjah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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P.O. BOX j§132 — NORTHTOWN STATION 


19th January 1976 


HARRY X BOOSEL 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60 



Dear Eric: 

My party here in Chicago is somewhat reluctant to part with one 
of each that was on the list- He says they were made by Becker in 
New York who sold them to someone e}se and that party sold them to 
my friend here in Chicago. He says you may already know of these 
copies. They were bought as copies. 

Did I send you the list of what he has? They almost follow the 
Red book on the list. 

Have you seen in December ahd prior issues of the Numismatist 
in the classified ads where someone in Minnesota is offering a 
$5 million replica collection of 25 colonials for $16.? (Oct thru Dec) 

Happy to see that you will be on the CSNS panel here in Chicago 
in May. Will you be here for the International show in March? We 
plan to join the Israeli tour Mar 11 thru 25, so will miss the Int, 
show, but will see you at CSNS. 


Let me hear your thoughts on the colonials, and if I didnot send 
you a list, will do so. 



Regards 



ANA 4343 
LM 77 























ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 

February 3, 1976 


Mr. Harry X. Boosel 
P. 0. Box 59132 Northtown Station 
Chicago, IL 60659 

Dear Harry: 

Thank you for your latest letter advising that these counter¬ 
feits are Becker counterfeits. Thus, they were made before the Hobby 
Protection Act and do not have to be stamped "copy 11 . That ought to 
make your friend befriend me as that avoids stamping them. 

I have the copy of the list you sent and would so much like 
to see one of each. I'll send him something he likes if he will send 
one of each of the fakes to me. I'll return what I already have, 

refused to buy the Becker pieces, although I have the advertising for 

them. I am interested to see if they are electros from genuine coins, 
electros from fakes, newly created fakes, etc. 

Please tell your friend that I do continual work on fakes for 
the benefit of numismatics and have quantities submitted to me by 
authentication service (I do not announce this) of the ANACS. I need 
them for ray reference collection of fakes. 

I am glad you are going to Israel. I just promised to raise 

some money for the university at Beersheba. Have a great trip and keep 

the peace. I expect Lebanon to break out again so the P.L.O. can get 
a country of their own. 



Thanks for your help. 


Eric P. Newman 


EPNtjah 




A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 15, 1981 


Mr. Harry X. Boosel 
P. 0. Box 59132 
Northtown Station 
Chicago, IL 60659 

Dear Harry: 

The Burnie fictitious auction and the correspondence relating 
to it was fascinating. It was a masterpiece of swindlership. 

Our library is pleased to have your complete writings on 1873 
and thank you for filling that omission. 

very best to you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 
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June 30, 1982 


Harry X Boose! 
Box 59132 
Northtown Station 
Chicago IL 60659 

Dear Mr. Boose!: 


o^o'L'T' if y °Vwould be interested in this, but I thought I would mention 
very lU^le investment * r6al " slee P er " in maki "9 a lot of money with 


A group of us in the south are considering investing in a larqe cat ranch near 

miVHotcats” "L"?:, t “ 15 our >T P0Se t0 start rather aSout one 

cli] 2 l S \ i cat avera 9 es about twelve kittens per year. Skins can be 
sold for about 20 cents for the white ones and about 40 cents for the black 

around'^ “ S 1 ^ million cats Per year to sell an an average pHce o? 
around 32 cents, making a revenue of about $3. million a year. This reallv 
averages out to ten thousand dollars a day, excluding Sundays and holidays 7 

A good Mexican cat man can skin about 30 cats a day at a wage of $3 15 per dav 

o^$Uro e 0^r% men t0 ° Perate the 50 ‘ hat the be"' 

. N ™'“ e caps wo ^ d Pe [ ed on fats exclusively. Rats multiply four times as fast 
a LF ats - We would start a rat ranch next door to the cat ranch If we start 
“* "’I” 10 " rats - will have four rats per day per ca?? The rats win 
of the the carcasses °[ the cats we skin. This will give each rat one-quarter 

S3:'rraSS ;H'::3" “ - 

Sincerely, 


(5seph Clabberlips 
123 Easy St. 

Kopo Junction LA 11111 
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mr._ police said yesterday. ■ for sklnnineand eetttnc two sklnsv 

- A tetter sentry, the swindler . .a year from*each S ? 

S,r--A,l Ur et$3m " Uona The swindler has been arrested, 

year,. As an,economy measure, the - Neither he nor th^ hncinece ■ 
j icatawere to be fed on rats raised at.- ; was^famed. . ‘oo .oop: 











HARRY X BOOSEL-NLG 

PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATIST 
P.0. BOX 59132 —NORTHTOWN STATION 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60659 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


September 14, 1982 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry X. Boosel 
Box 59132 
Northtown Station 
Chicago, IL 60659 

Dear Tillie and Harry: 

Thank you very much for the congratulations on the literary 
award and for the published story on the rats and cats swindle. The way 
you told the story puts all newspaper comments to shame. 

I am pleased that Nanci and Charlie will be with you in 
Florida after their vacation and I hope you have a delightful winter. 

Evelyn joins me in sending you our best greetings for the 

holidays. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 

Enel. 

P.S. I do not have the address of Lee Hewitt and wanted to send him 
the enclosed envelope. Would you be kind enough to address and 
mail it for me. 


EPN 






_ Onertcasi _ 4 (/rruM/natic . {sAOC/ation 


HARRY X BOOSEL 

GOVERNOR 

POST OFFICE BOX 59132 • CHICAGO • ILLINOIS 60659 
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Mr. Harry X Boosel 
3770 N. E. 171st Street 
N. Miami Beach, FL 33160 




HARRY X BOOSEL-NLG 

PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATIST 
P.O.BOX 59293 — NORTHTOWN STATION 
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60659 


„ CIA Faic 

I^Orroa. '-CQfAj 

Of II ft<r*0 

■'H/0 

Qh j PAC.U T> or- -n^ F<r* or- Q>,*j ^tmo 

^ Ao-rict-E ("pcc<> B^^ea ^ lo 

pA-rrs?■■ V set) co*/T«AO/cr? tat Ctnsr ^^tkU 
^ $ w PtA' fl Tb oppen Om. op S'Ai Prt-inip ?£f) . 

" , Pn , f ,c»u*' ,i« ™ 

w«« or- iw K "‘“ ,B "*- 

u *p-v«*te weee nt> otWecs in/ tw£ Game*) 

1 ^ n£ ' k/in/c Co I (VS (V TVtif Kja/& op £/Aa'| SeTT. / 

-fK/ tt+C 1 r p P/vo-AeftAf^ 4W rm: f i$r cou/rW 

0 p r»e W-nat ir sr*-rEs>'.' p<na, op- iv-tt 

Os((VS iw Tvnr SET A<ri(riveo oue-O/tA^ 

PO,^ HK.W WlW ftr*AM>C© 87 Pdi-%.". 

CtJ a f’tte^KWi Osivj ; pfe«.tr va/« 

L£ pt>f 5 Aw Iro T>(r P’l'L^r M.T71 L if 
*>) {**0 vr€ COMl£f STCliH . 

M(/c« p*a- urwsisprrvcv . J> Vov sevF 
CO(A/*> l^v ^ /Vwo S La tjfy Ml, , 1 f I $ 

OB'/lt\>? WWlClt GrtAd'A/t, ScrtvICf uccvto ((X ? 

wtAjip y^rv Get fAc dvr/ 

A ffiMZ_<p AttMe sf yiC ' - .”* 

U/Tny /fOp 6 y JJ&fJ&T sf&s-SA 









*mNc* 

Registered in England 
No. 1414874 


MONNAIES NUMISMATIC CONSULTANTS LTD. 

INTERNATIONAL NUMISMATIC ANTI-FORGERY BUREAU 

p O. Box 52, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 4JR 

Managing Director: Ernest G.V. Newman, obe, BSc, arsm, fim, fric 


Telephone (0252) 726961 


| Invoice No. 

Mr Michael J Druck 

Stack's Date 15 May 1992 

123 West 57th Street 

New York 

N Y 10019-2280 

USA 


Switzerland. 5 Franken 1873 B. 

Weight: 24.8763 grammes - lower than I would expect from a worn 

coin of standard weight 25 grammes 


Specific Gravity: 

Fineness: 

Diameter: 

Obverse: 


Reverse: 


Edge: 


Obv./Rev.: 


10.33 

Silver approx. 900 parts per 1000 
37.28/37.22 mm. (E-W/N-S) 

Defective. The first E, the T and the A of HELVETICA 
are badly formed. The seated maiden, the shield of 
arms andthe design to the left and to the right lack 
detail, whilst the interstices between individual de¬ 
tails of the design are 'bubbly' and typical of a cast 
structure. The bottoms of the letters of A. B0VY are 
poor. The fie.ld- shows defects foreign to a struck coin. 
The beads are poor and many of the interstices between 
are 'filled in'. 

Defective. The beads and interstices between are better 
than on the obverse. The two-part wreath of branches 
of alpine rose to the right and oak to the left tied 
together with a bow are defective, in that all their 
surfaces are 'bubbly' and foreign to those found on a 
struck piece. The form of the letters of Fr, the pellet 
thereafter and the 3 of the date numerals are defective. 
The indentation on the rim/edge immediately above the 
5 of the denomination is not due to a knock but is, I 
suspect, where the 'runner' - the feed channel for the 
molten metal to enter the mould - has been broken off 
rather than cut off, shows a cast structure. The coun¬ 
terfeiter could not repair this defect. 

Milled. Many of the notches and the teeth are mis¬ 
shapen and not an effect due to wear in circulation. 
Indeed, the milling is not typical of that of a genuine 
coin - struck in and ejected from a collar. 

4 ^ 


COUNTERFEIT. A cast coin. The detailed examination was carried out 

using optical microscopy at magnifications up to x80, 
when all the casting defects become plainly visible. 


E G V Newman 
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Dear Eric: 


6 - 1-86 


Why is it that when I see something like this, two 
names immediately come to mind (Ford & Franklin). 

Somewhere in the back of my mind, I remember reading 
somewhere, that when they wanted pure metal, they had to 
retrieve something that had sunk in the sea prior to 1945, 
when the first atom bomb was exploded in the atmosphere. 

Seems that anything fabricated after that date had some 
vague kind of radioactive particles in it. 

Would this be some kind of test that cpould be made on 
antiques to determine if the metal was fabricated after 1945? 

Regards, 


H 



HARRY X BOOSEL-NLG 

PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATIST 
P.0. BOX 59^— NORTHTOWN STATION 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60659 
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The Si lver Coinage of 1873, and the Crime of 1873 


My subject is, of course, the Silver Coinage of 1873, and the 
so-called Crime of 1873. My learned colleagues have been discussing 
America's silver coinage for two days now, and that leaves me to 
discuss my favorite subject, and I thank you for the privilege. 

I hope I will not keep you too long. 

Perhaps you have seen my exhibit of 1873 no arrows halves? 

It reminds me of an incident that happened a number of years ago. 

I met a friend of mine who appeared to be disconsolate. I asked 
him what was wrong, He told me: "My psychiatrist thinks I'm crazy 
because I like potato pancakes..” So I told him that everybody likes 
potato pancakes and I do, too. He immediately answered,"You do? 
Well, why don't you come over to my house, I have a closet full!" 
However, I can assure you, that even though I like 1873, I do not 
have a closet full of 1873 halves! 

Two happenings occurred in 1873 that contributed to making 
that year produce the largest varities of silver coins of any year, 
without regard to die breaks, recutting of dies, errors, etc. We 
will deal primarily with the Philadelphia Mint, since there are no 
varieties in silver coins from the branch mints of Carson City 
and San Francisco in 1873, except,perhaps the size and location of 
mint marks. 

The first happening was a letter from A. Louden Snowden, Chief 
Coiner of the Philadelphia Mint, to the Honorable James Pollock, 
Director of the Mint and it is dated January 18th, 1873. It is 
a short letter, of which I have a copy. Here is the text: 

I desire in a formal manner to direct your attention to 
the"figures" used in dating the dies for the present year. 

They are so heavy, and the space between each, so small, 
that upon the smaller gold and silver, and upon the base coins, 
it is impossible to distinguish with the naked eye, whether 
the last figure is an eight or a three. 

In our ordinary coinage, many of the pieces are not fully 
brought up , and upon such it is imposs iblejto distinguish 
what is the last figure of this year’s date. 

I do not think it creditable to the institution that 
the coinage of the year should be issued bearing this defect 
in the date. 




I would recommend that an entire new set of figures, 
avoiding the defects of those now in use, be prepared at the 
earliest possible day. " 

This, of course, resulted in the now famous "Open and Closed 
3 ' s" of 1873. I never could understand why no one discovered or 
publicized this before I started working on 1873, thirty-six years 
ago. The one exception is Beistle, who did mention an 1873 half- 
dollar with a "3" more Open than the others without arrows. 

Most research on coins is accomplished by studying the actual 
coins themselves. But based on this letter, which I found in the 
Archives, and Beistle, I set out to find the Open and Closed 3's, 
and, of course, I did. 

However we are dealing with the 1873 silver. The other happening 
was the Coinage Act of 1873, approved by President Grant on February 
12th 1873, to take effect as of April 1st, 1873. Can we attribute 
anything significant to the dates April 1st? 

The Act changed the weight of the dimes, quarters, and halves, 
to metric standards, increasing their weights an infinitesmal amount. 
The dimes were increased by .01 grams, the quarters by.03 grams, 
and the halves by .06 grams. However, since the Act specifically 
designated the coins to be minted, and their weights, it was illegal 
to issue any silver coins minted prior to April 1st 1873, after that 
date, which did not conform to the Act, including the standard silver 
dollar which was not even mentioned in the Act. 

So, we have the following silver coins minted in 1873 at 
Phildelphia prior to April 1st: the 3 $ piece; half-dime; dime- 
quarter and half without arrows, and the standard silver dollar, none 
of which could be issued after April 1st 1873 because they did not 
conform to the Act. 

A precedent had been set in 1853 for a weight change in silver 
coins, so the mint followed that in 1873 by placing arrows at the 
sides of the dates in the dimes, quarters and halves to show the 
minute increase in weight. But the 3? piece, half-dime and standard 
silver dollar were not mentioned in the Act and they were discontinued. 
The Trade dollar was included in the Act, and coinage of Trade dollars 
commenced on July 11th , 1873 , after much to-do about designs. 



3 . 

So we have ten (10) different silver coins that were issued in 
1872, without regard to the Open and Closed 3's. They are: the 3$ silver, 

the half dime, two different dimes, quarters and halves, and two different 
dollars, all from the Philadelphia Mint. Of course, we have the Open 
and Closed 3’s, small and large arrows in the halves, as well as what 
I call the 4-striper, a bounced die, in the small arrows half, etc- 
Actually by just using an ordinary magnifying glass of low power, we 
can come up with at least sixteen (16) different silver coins from 
the Philadelphia Mint in non-proof, as well as ten (10) proofs, making 
26 different silver coins of 1873! All from the Philadelphia Mint! 

Then if we count the silver coins from the Branch Mints, we come 
up with seven (7) more from San Francisco, and eight (8) more from 
Carson City, making forty one (41) in all, different silver coins minted 
in 1873. Some, of course, are non-collectable. For the record, from 
San Francisco we have the half-dime, half without arrows and the Standard 
Silver Dollar, and dimes, quarters and halves with arrows as well as 
the Trade Dollar. From Carson City we have the dime, quarter and half 
without arrows, the Standard Silver Dollar, the dime, quarter and half 
with arrows and the Trade Dollar. 

Oh yes, I almost forgot the easily discernable variety of the 
Philadelphia dime with arrows- High and Low date, making forty-two (42) 
varieties in all! 

Before we get into the Crime of 1873, are there any questions 
on the silver coinage of 1873? 


Now, let us deal with the Coinage Act of 1873, itself, often referred 
to as the "Crime of 1873". Why was it called a "Crime", and was it 
really? In my memory, no one has really explained why it was considered 
a crime. 

The Act of Congress that finally became the Coinage Act of 1873 had 
a long and devious history, going back at least to 1867. In that year, 
an International Monetary Conference was held in Paris, and our representative 
was Samuel B. Ruggles, a member of the Chamber of Commerce of New York. 

Senator Sherman of Ohio, Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, 
conveyed a message to him to press for a single standard of value: GOLD. 

In June 1868, the year following the Paris Conference, Sherman 
made a report to the United States in favor of"a single standard 
exclusively of gold7>and introduced bills in the two succeeding Congresses 
to effect that object. The second one was a bill in the 
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Senate including "revising the laws relating to the mints, assay offices 
and coinage of the United States ",this on April 28th 1870. The introduced 
bill was accompanied by letters of approbation from the Secretary of 
the Treasury Boutwell, Deputy Comptroller Knox and various reports and 
recommendations from subordinate officials of the Treasury Department 
and the Mint. But there was nothing in any of the reports that showed 
the slightest comprehension of the economic effect of dropping the silver 
dollar or of demonetizing silver. 

On January 9th 1871, the Senate Committee favored the bill 
which was passed in the Senate on January 10th and was sent to the House. 

The bill was bandied back and forth in the House, and then on the 27th 
of May in 1872^, Mr. Hooper of Massachusetts offered a substitue bill, 
which, after much argument, was finally voted and approved, WITHOUT 
HAVING EVEN BEEN READ! 

This same Mr. Hooper, in a debate in the House on April 19th,1872, 
let drop a remark which may help explain the origin of the deep-laid 
plot to change the money standard for the United States. He made this ad¬ 
mission: " Mr. Ernest Seyd, of London,(remember ths name-Ernest Seyd) 
a distinguished writer, who has given great attention to the mints and 
coinage, after examining the first draft of the bill, has furnished 
many valuable suggestions, which have be en incorporated in this bill." 

It would be interesting to know just what parts of the bill Mr. Seyd 
furnished. It is hardly probable that he came all the way from England 
to make suggestions about the practical running of our mints, or about 
the devices on our coins. 

I have an obscure pamphlet on the Crime of 1873, from which much 
of my material has been taken. It was printed toward the end of the 
last century, by the American Bimetallic Union which had two addresses: 

Sun Building, Washington, D.C., and 134 Monroe Street in Chicago. It 
was reprinted revised and enlarged from "Silver in the Fifty-First Congress". 
Therein is an affidavit, dated 9th May 1892, sworn to before a Clerk 
of the Colorado Supreme Court, by a prominent Coloradan, who stated 
that Mr. Ernest Seyd of London, told him in February 1874: "If you will 
pledge me your honor as a gentleman not to divulge what I am about to 
tell you while I live..." The pledge was given and at the time of the 
affidavit, Seyd was deceased. Seyd continued:" I went to America in 
the winter of 1872-3, authorized to secure, if I could, passage of 
a bill demonetizing silver. It was in the interests of those I represented 
- the Governors of the Bank of England- to have it done. 


I took with 






me 100,000 pounds sterling (about $500,000 in our money) with instructions 
if that was not sufficient to accomplish the object, to draw another 
100,000 pounds, or as much as was necessary. German Bankers were also 
interested in having it accomplished. I saw the Committees of the House 
and Senate, paid the money and stayed in America until I knew the 
measure was safe." 

Let me quote the Honorable Thomas Fitch of Nevada at a later Silver 
Convention in St. Louis:" That the nation which consumes 50% and produces 
but 7% of the world’s supply of silver, beguiled the nation which 
''-produebs nearly 50%, and consumes 25% of the world’s supply of 
silver into a conspiracy to strike 35% of the value of silver. 

The nation which is the biggest importer of wheat in the world, 
inveigled the nation which is the greatest exporter of wheat in 
the world into a financial and commercial dead-fall where 35% was 
taken from the value of the wheat. The nation whose looms would 
be idle, and whose people would be hungry, and whose government 
would be upheaved upon a storm of riot without a supply of American 
cotton, deceived the nation which is the biggest producer of cotton 
into striking 35%.of the value of the cotton. Why, Gentlemen, 

En'gland is the bunco steerer of the world, and Uncle Sam is the 
gentleman from the rural districts" (Amid great applause) 

So now we know who was responsible for the Crime of 1873. Let us 
now try to tell you of some of the effects. Here are a few things that 
the Coinage Act of 1873 changed: 

1. The Act destroyed free coinage- prior to its enactment, anyone 
could bring foreign silver coins or bullion to the mints and have 
it coined into U.S. silver coins free of charge. The Act abolished 
this and depositors had to sell it to the mints or have it cast 

m ingots. The only exception to this was that it could be coined 
into Trade Dollars. But these were being discounted by merchants 
and no one really wanted them. 

2. In abolishing the standard silver dollar by omitting it from 
the Act, the Act stated that the gold dollar of 25 8/10 grains 
was the new monetary standard of the United States. In effect it 
demonetized silver. It is interesting to note that the Act defined 
the weight of the silver coins in "grams" and the gold in "grains". 
Prior to the Act, all gold minted in the United States was stated 
m values equal to silver dollars, which had been the standard, 

and the same weight from the inception of the Mint to 1873. Gold 



coins had been changed in weight, twice before this. 

3. Silver coins changed from unlimited legal tender to only $5.oo. 
Inadvertently, the Trade Dollar also became legal tender to $5.oo 
although this was not intended. This was later rescinded, and the 
Trade Dollar was actually later demonetized. It is the only U.S.Coin 
ever repudiated . Earlier this century they could be purchased 
for less than a dollar! 

At the time the Act passed, specie payments had not been resumed, 
the public debt was enormously high ( for those days), and the Civil War 
debt had not been repaid. Most of the paper held for our debt was held 
in Europe, and it was in Europe’s interest that the War Debt be paid 
in gold! We believe we have already fixed the blame for the Act. 

In effect by demonetizing silver, half the metal in which the 
War Debt was payable was deprived of monetary use and the other half 
was almost doubled in value. 

Congress debated for many years after 1873, trying to fix the blame 
for the Crime of 1873, and trying to nullify the effects of the Act. 

The Congressional Record, periodicals and newspapers were full of debates, 
and accusations. Even most of the Legislators were not aware of the 
enormity of the Act and its far-teaching effects, that they had passed. 


It would take far more than the time alloted to detail all the 
effects of the Coinage Act of 1873, but I believe that we have established 
that it really was a Crime, we have fixed the blame, and detailed some 
of its effects. IT really was: THE CRIME OF 1873! 



Harry X Boosel 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 23, 1986 


Mr. Harry X. Boosel 
P. 0. Box 59293 
Northtown Station 
Chicago, IL 60659 

Dear Harry: 

I have located in my collection of numismatic cartoons one mentioning 
The Crime of '73. As you can see, it features William Jennings Bryan, 
lots of fractional currency, postage stamps, etc. If you feel like 
using it, we will have a better copy made. 

I look forward to seeing you on November 1, 1986. 



Eric P. Newman 
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HARRY X BOOSEL-NLG 

PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATIST 
P.0. BOX 5 NORTHTOWN STATION 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60659 
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The Crime of 1873 and its Effect on 1873 U.S. Silver Coinage 


By 


Harry X Boosel 

My subject is the Silver Coinage of 1873, and the effect of the 
so-called Crime of 1873. That is my favorite topic. My learned 
colleagues have been discussing America's silver coinage and I thank 
you for the privilege of being a part of it. 


2 

§ 


Perhaps you have seen my exhibit of 1873 no arrows Closed 3 
half-dollars? It reminds me of an incident that happened a number of 
years ago. I met a friend of mine who appeared to be disconsolate. 

I asked him what was wrong. He told me:" My psychiatrist thinks I'm 
crazy because I like potato pancakes." So I told him that everybody 
likes potato pancakes, and I do, too. He immediately answered: "You 
do? Well, why don't you come over to my house, I have a closet full!" 
However, I can assure you that I do not have a closet full of 1873 halves.. 

Two happenings occured in 1873 which contributed to the production 


during that year >of the largest number of varieties of U.S. silver 
coins,of any year in U.S. Mint history, without regard to die breaks, 
recutting of dies, errors, etc. We are dealing primarily with the 
coinage of the Philadelphia Mint, since there were no varieties 
in 1873 silver coins from the branch mints of Carson City and San 
Francisco other than the location and size of the mint marks. 


The first event of importance was a letter dated January 18th, 
1873, from A. Louden Snowden, Chief Coiner of the Philadelphia Mint, 
to the Honorable James Pollock, Director of the Mint,^^ the body of 
which is as follows: 

I desire in a formal manner to direct your attention to the 
"figures" used in dating the dies for the present year. 

They are so heavy, and the space between each, so small, 
that upon the smaller gold and silver, and upon the base coins, 
it is impossible to distinguish with the naked eye, whether the 
last figure is an eight or a three. 

In our ordinary coinage, many of the pieces are not fully 
brought up, and upon such it is impossible to distinguish what 
is the last figure of this year’s date. 







I do not think it creditable to the institution that the 
coinage of the year should be issued bearing this defect in the date. 

I would recommend that an entire new set of figures, avoiding 
the defects of those now in use, be prepared at the earliest 
pos sible day." 

This, of course, resulted in the well known "Open 3’s and Closed 
3 •s" of that year. No one had publicized this change prior to my researching 
the Coinage of 1873 beginning in 1950. Beistle (2 ^ had mentioned an 
1873 half-dollar with a "3" more open than the others without arrows. 

Most research on coins is accomplished by studying the actual coins 
themselves. Based on the Snowden letter, and Beistle, I undertook 

to find the changes, if any,in the numeral "3", on all 1873 coins. 

The other event effecting the silver coinage of 1873, was the 

(3) 

Coinage Act of 1873, approved by President Grant on February 12th 1873, 
to take effect on April 1, 1873. Whether or not we attribute anything 
significant to the April 1st date is speculative. 

That legislation changed the weight of the U.S. dimes, quarters, 
and half-dollars to metric standards, increasing their weights an 
infinitesmal amount. The dimes were increased by ,01 grams, the quarters 
by .03 grams, and the half-dollars by .06 grams. However, since the Act 
specifically designated the coins to be minted and their respective 
weights, it was illegal to issue any silver coins after that date , which 
did not conform to the Act, whether minted prior to April 1, 1873 or 
not. The standard silver dollar was not authorized or mentioned in the Act. 

The following silver coins were minted in 1873 at the Philadelphia 
Mint prior to April 1: the 3<t piece, the half-dime, the dime, quarter 
and half-dollar without arrows, and the standard silver dollar, none 
of which could be issued after April 1, 1873, because they did not 
conform to the Act. 

A precedent had been set in 1853 for a weight change in silver 
coins, so the mint followed that in 1873 by placing reversed arrows at 
the sides of the date in the dimes, quarters and half-dollars to show 
the increase in weight. But the 3$ piece, half-dime and standard silver 
dollar were not authorized or mentioned in the Act and thus were 
discontinued. The Trade Dollar was authorized in the Act and coinage 
of Trade Dollars commenced on July 11th, 1873, after substantial 
design problems. 
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There are ten (10) different weight silver coins which were issued 

in 1873. They are: the 3<P silver, the half-dime, two dimes, two quarters, 

two half-dollars, the standard silver dollar , and the Trade Dollar, 

all from the Philadelphia Mint. We also have the Open and Closed 3’s 

without arrows, . 

in the dimes, quarters and half-dollars/ and the large and small arrows 
in the half-dollars, as well as what can be called the 4-striper half- 
dollar, in a small arrows variety, caused by a bounced die. In major 
varieties, there are therefore sixteen (16) different business strike 
silver coins made at the Philadelphia Mint, as well as ten proofs, 
making 26 different silver coins dated 1873! 

Including the silver coins from the Branch Mints, we have an 
additional seven from the San Francisco Mint, and an additional eight 
from the Carson City Mint, making forty one different silver coins minted 

in 1873 . The San Francisco Mint coins are the half-dime, the half-dollar 

(4) 

without arrows and the standard silver dollar, and the dime, quarter 

and half-dollar with arrows, as well as the Trade Dollar. From Carson 
City there are the dime, quarte/^nd half-dollar without arrows, the 
standard silver dollar, and the dime, quarter and half-dollar with 
arrows and the Trade Dollar. 

If we also include the easily discernable high and low date varieties 
of the Philadelphia dime with arrows, then there are forty-two (42) 
major varieties in the aggregate, all minted in 1873! ** 





Before we get into the Crime of 1873, 
on the silver coinage of 1873? 


are there any questions 


The Coinage Act of 1873 , itself,is often referred to as the 

Crime of 1873." Why was it called a "Crime", and is that justified ? 


That Act had a long and devious history, going back as far as 
1867. In that year, an International Monetary Conference was held 
in Paris, and our representative was Samuel B. Ruggles, a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce of New York. Senator Sherman of Ohio, Chairman 
of the Senate Finance Committee, conveyed a message to Ruggles to press 
for a single coinage standard: GOLD ! 

In June 1868, Senator Sherman made a report to the United States 
Senate in favor of " a single coinage standard,exclusively of gold ". 

** Oops! Let’s see if anyone catches this. I counted the 3 <P silver 

as both a business strike and a proof. They were made in proof only! 


r 




( 6 ) 


In the same year, Mr. Sherman introduced a bill in the Senate 
having the same object: a single standard-gold. This bill was accompanied 
by letters of approbation from Secretary of the Treasury Boutwell, 

Deputy Comptroller Knox, and various reports and recommendations from 
from subordinate officials of the Treasury Department, including the 
Mint. But there was nothing in any of the reports that indicated the 
slightest comprehension of the economic effect of discontinuing coinage 
of the silver dollar or of demonetizing silver. 

Senator Sherman introduced Senate bills in the two succeeding 
Congresses to effect his object of making gold the sole standard of 
the United States. His bill of April 28th 1870,included " revising 
the laws relating to the mints, assay offices and coinage of the United 
States," which, of course, was referred to the Senate Finance Committee, 
of which Sherman was Chairman. On the 19th of December 1970, Mr. Sherman 
reported the bill back to the Senate with minor amendments, among 
which was a charge for coinage for silver brought into the mints. 

The bill was voted on in the Committee January 9th 1871, and carried, 
and the following day the Senate approved the bill, but struck out 
the provision for a charge for coinage. It went to the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives the same day. 

The Bill was bandied back and forth in the House for over one 
year, and then on May 27th,1872, Mr. Hooper of Massachusetts, offered 
a substitute bill, which, after much argument, was finally voted and 
approved, WITHOUT EVEN HAVING BEEN READ! (7 ^ 

The next day it went back to the Senate, and again was referred to 
the Senate Finance Committee and Sherman finally called the bill up before 
the Senate on January 17th, 1873. The Senate passed it and, since 
it had a few amendments it went into Conference and was approved by 
both Houses of February 12th, 1873. President Grant, depending on 
the Congress, approved it the same day to take effect on April 1st,1873. 
There are 67 sections to the Coinage Act of 1873. He could not possibly 
have read and understood all of it the same day. 

Going back to the House of Representatives, the same Mr. Hooper 

on April 19, 1872, in a debate in support of the bill, 

let drop a remark in the House of Representatives, which helps 
to explain the origin of the carefully laid plot to change the money 
standard of the United States. He made this admission: " Mr. Ernst 



S eyd, of London, a distinguished writer, who has given great attention 
to the mints and coinage, after examining the first draft of this bill,, 
has furnished many valuable suggestions, which have been incorporated 
in this bill . It is not known what parts of the bill Mr. Seyd furnished. 
It is improbable that he came from England to make those suggestions 
about the basis for our coinage, the practical running of our mints, 
or about devices on our coins. 

There is an undated pamphlet printed about 1895 by the American 
Bimettalic Union 5 8 which had offices in the Sun Building, Washington,D.C., 
and 134 Monroe Street, Chicago. The pamphlet, entitled: The Crime 
of 1873, was reprinted, revised, and enlarged from "Silver in the Fifty- 
First Congress Near the end of the pamphlet, it contains a copy of 
an affidavit, dated May 9, 1892, sworn to before a Clerk of the Colorado 

Supreme Court, by a prominent Colorado citizen, Frederick A. Luckenbach, 
who stated that Mr. Ernst Seyd of London, said to him in February 1874: 

" If you will pledge me your honor as a gentleman not to divulge what 
I am about to tell you while I live .. " The pledge was given - " I 
went to America in the winter of 1872-73, authorized to secure, if 
I could, passage of a bill demonetizing silver. It was in the interests 
of those I represented- the Governors of the Bank of England- to have 
it done. I took with me 100,000 pounds sterling, with instructions 
if that was not sufficient to accomplish the object, to draw another 
100,000 pounds, or as much as was necessary. I saw the Committees 
of the House and the Senate, paid the money and stayed in America until 
I knew the measure was safe." At that time, 100,000 pounds sterling 
was equal to $500,000. 

The Honorable Thomas Fitch of Nevada, at a later Silver Convention 
in St. Louis said: 

That the nation which consumes 50% and produces but 7% of 
the world's supply of silver, beguiled the nation which produces 
nearly 50%, and consumes 25% of the world's supply of silver, into 
a conspiracy to strike 35% of the value of silver. The nation 
which is the biggest importer of wheat in the world, inveigled 
the nation which is the greatest exporter of wheat in the world 
into a financial and commercial dead-fall where 35% was taken 
from the value of the wheat. The nation whose looms would be 
idle, and whose people would be hungry, and whose government would 
be upheaved upon a storm of riot without a supply of American 
cotton, deceived the nation which is the biggest producer of cotton. 





into striking 35% of the value of the cotton. Why, Gentlemen, 
England is the bunco steerer of the world, and Uncle Sam is the 
gentleman from the rural districts." (amid great applause) 


It is evident who was responsible for the Crime of 1873. The 
effects of the Coinage Act of 1873 were: 

1. The Act destroyed free coinage. Prior to its enactment, anyone 
could bring foreign silver coin or bullion to the mints and have 
it coined into U. S. silver coins free of charge. The Act abolished 
this option, and depositors had to sell it to the mints or have 
it cast into ingots. The only exception was that it could be coined 
into Trade Dollars for the depositor. But Trade Dollars were being 

discounted by merchants and brokers, and no one really wanted them. 


2. In abolishing the standard silver dollar,by omitting it from 
the Act, the gold dollar of 25 8/10 grains became the only monetary 
standard of the United States. In effect, silver was demonetized. 
The Act specified the weight of the subsidiary silver coins in 
"grams", and the weight of gold coins in "grains". Prior to the 
Act, all gold minted in the United States was stated in values 
equal to silver dollars, which had been the standard, and the 

same weight from the inception of the Mint to 1873. Gold coins 

(9) 

had been changed in weight on two previous occasions. 


3. Silver coins changed from unlimited legal tender to only $5., 
but unintentionally,and inadvertently, the Trade Dollar also became 
legal tender to $5., but its legal tender was eliminated by the 
Act of July 22, 1876,^ 1 °^and it was finally demonetized on March 

3, 1887, and people were given six months to redeem their Trade 
Dollars after that date, for silver dollars, but only unmutilated 
Trade Dollars were accepted.^ 11 ^It is the only United States coin 
ever repudiated. For several decades into the 20th century, the 
Trade Dollar could be purchased for less than one dollar! 


At the time the Act passed, specie payments for legal tender notes 
had not been resumed, and the public debt was still high from the Civil 
War obligations. Most U. S. Bonds were held in Europe and it was in 
European investors interest that the U. S. debt be paid in gold. 

By demonetizing silver, half of the metal in which the bonds 
could be payable, was deprived of monetary use for that purpose, and 
the other half was almost doubled in value. 

Congress debated for many years after 1873, trying to fix the 



blame for the Crime of 1873, and trying to nullify the effect of the 
Act. The Congressional Record, periodicals, and newspapers were full 
of debates and accusations. Even most of the legislators were not 
aware of the enormous impact of the Act they had passed.^Even President 
Grant, who signed the law, was not aware of its impact. 

The passage of the Coinage Act of 1873 really was a crime, the 
criminals have been identified, and the economic effect detailed. 

It really was : THE CRIME OF 1873 ! 


Footnotes: 

(1) Letter in book:1873-1873 by Harry X Boosel , Hewitt Bros 
page 7 


i°r(,o 

Chicago 


(2) A Register of Half Dollar Die Varieties by M.L.Beistle, published 
1929 by Beistle Co. page 175 No. 1873 4 A 


(3) For full text of the Coinage Act of 1873, see Report of the 
Director of the Mint - 1873 - pages 25 through 33. 


(4) The half-dollar without arrows and the standard silver dollar 
of San Francisco of 1873 were minted but none are known in any 
collection. For proof of minting, see Chapter X on pages 41 & 
42 of Boosel’s book on 1873-1873. 

(5) There is a unique dime of Carson City without arrows of 1873, 
and only two quarters without arrows from Carson City of 1873. 

(6) Senate bill 217, Fortieth Congress. 

(7) Forty-second Congress, second session (first regular session) 
H.R. 1427. Hooper's substitute was H.R. 2934. 

(8) Monograph No.28, entitled "THE CRIME OF 1873", issued by the 
American Bimetallic Union, 134 Monroe Street, Chicago,Ill., 
and Sun Building Washington, D.C. - Reprinted from Silver in 
the Fifty-First Congress. 


(9) First gold coin struck for the United States was the half eagle 


of 1795-weight 8.75 grams,.9167 fine. Changed in 1834 to 8.36 


grams, .8992 fine. Changed again in 1839 to8.359 grams,900 fine, 
see pages 185, 189, and 190, 1987 Redbook. 

(10) Act of July 22,1876. John M. Willem, Jr., book on The United 
States Trade Dollar, New York 1959. Page 113 

(i'i) Act of March 3,1887. Received by President Cleveland on Feb.19, 
1887 but not signed by him. See Willem's book,p.143. 

(12) McPherson's Handbook of Politics for 1874, pages 134 & 135. 
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Perhaps you have seen my exhibit of 1873 no arrows halves? 

It reminds me of an incident that happened a number of years ago. 

I met a friend of mine who appeared to be disconsolate. I asked 
him what was wrong. He told me: "My psychiatrist thinks I’m crazy 
because I like potato pancakes." So I told him that everybody likes 
potato pancakes and I do, too. He immediately answered,"You do? 
Well, why don't you come over to my house, I have a closet full. 
However, I can assure you, that even though I like 1873, I do n£j: 
have a closet full of 1873 halves! 


94 


Two happenings occurred in 1873 


v . fy. ~P. cLl. 

*■>■< • * contributed to wak 1 ir g ° 

the largest^vari^ies of^silver coins of any year^ 
without regard to die breaks, recutting of dies, errors, etc. 

:heP^iladelphia Mint, since there 


primarily with the. 


/i>73 
‘/V s11 

and San Francisco 


varieties in .silver coins from the branch mints of Carson City 

the size and location of 



the last figure is an eight or a three. 

In our ordinary coinage, many of the pieces are not fully 
brought up , and upon such it is impossible|to distinguish 
what is the last figure of this year’s date. 

I do not think it creditable to the institution that 
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if that was not sufficient to accomplish the object, to draw another 

100,000 pounds, or as much as was necessary. German Bankers were also 

interested in having it accomplished. I saw the Committees of the House 

and Senate, paid the money and stayed in America until I knew the 
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Convention in St. Louis:" That the nation which consumes 50% and produces 
but 7% of the world's supply of silver, beguiled the nation which 
'-produces nearly 50%, and consumes 25% of the world’s supply of 
silver into a conspiracy to strike 35% of the value of silver. 

The nation which is the biggest importer of wheat in the world, 
inveigled the nation which is the greatest exporter of wheat in 
the world into a financial and commercial dead-fall where 35% was 
taken from the value of the wheat. The nation whose looms would 
be idle, and whose people would be hungry, and whose government 
would be upheaved upon a storm of riot without a supply of American 
cotton, deceived the nation which is the biggest producer of cotton 
into striking 35% of the value of the cotton. Why, Gentlemen, 

England is the bunco steerer of the world, and Uncle Sam is the 
gentleman from the rural districts" (Amid great applause) 

- ftcw—T i n* who was responsible for the Crime of 1873. k ct t r s 

ft -e w try t o toll y o u , n f,■—m "The effects 


the Coinage Act of 1873 


1* ^he Act destroyed free coinage- prior to its enactment, anyone 
could bring foreign silver coin^f or bullion to the mints and have 
i - t C ^cii ed int ° U ' S ‘ silver coins free of charge. The Act abolished 
this^and depositors had to sell it to the mints or have it^ cjjlL 


in ingots^ The only exception tn-jjii i was that it could become 
into Trade Dollars. -- ’ 


jLMtjSSr . 


were being discounted by merchants 


wanted them. 


2. In abolishing the standard silver dollar by omitting it from 
^Lc 11 fhnj» the gold dollar of 25 8/10 grains b&astrUl 

w monetary standard of the United States. In effect 
X^demone t i z e dJ^TTve^^^ 14— i s - inte l e a i i n 


the weight of the silver coins in "grams" and the^^^l^Tin "grains". 
Prior to the Act, all gold minted in the United States was stated 
-p in values equal to silver dollars, which had been the standard, 
and the same weight from the inception of the Mint to 1873. Gold 














coins had been changed in weighty -*” J ^ 


3 Silver coins charged iron, unlimited legal tender to only $5^ 

lTfthe Trade Dollar also became l egal J^nd er^to $5 m./US 




ever repudiated . 

ev^ , • 

for less than ^dollar. 


demonetized .Olt is 

could be purchased 


At the time the Act passed, specie payment s^had not been resumed^ 
_ A% U£. „ , Civil War 

the public debtja5 r « , i"». fTT ^ r hign \Ml M t held 


MS.. Most U I I »■ aAt^ 

in Europe, and it was i^Ss^S^^inietest that the be paid 

in gold! W. .b eliev e wr have already f jxed -t-b^--l>4«ae--ftrc-the Stry 

J-sS«ally demonetizing silver, »alf^the^talj ; nwhich the/e^ 
payable was deprived of monetary use^nd Vhe other half 
was almost doubled in value. 

Congress debated for many years after 1873, trying to fix the blame 
for the Crime of 1873, and trying to nullify the effect^ of the Act. 

The Congressional Record, periodicals and newspapers were full of debates, 
and accusations. Even most of the legislators were not aware of the 


1 


d? tLs. ___ 

i f OT m!ofq. n t im n m 1 jg t rrrt tri flflflrnl *** 



D 

























ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 3, 1987 


Mr. Harry X. Boosel 
P. 0. Box 59293 
Northtown Station 
Chicago, IL 60659 

Dear Harry: 

The crime of 1873 as set out in Sound Currency shocked me when it said 
that the Ernest Seyd action relating to bribery was a myth. I am sure 
you cited this article, but you did not give much credence to its content. 
I enclose it in case you want to comment on it. 

My kindewt regards, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Enel. 
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Dear Eric: 



P. O. BOX 59293 
NORTHTOWN STATION 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60659 


. {meriavi . Su/ni&natic . is&aaatiofv 


HARRY X BOOSEL 

GOVERNOR 

POST OFFICE BOX 59)^» CHICAGO • ILLINOIS 60659 

17 July 1987 


Enjoyed our little get-together last week- 

Meant to leave the enclosed reprint of an article I wrote 
that sort of ties into the Saudi article I left with you. Would 
you believe that I had originally sent that article to Neil Harris 
at A.N.A. for publication in the Numismatist.(About the Saudi Discs) 

After keeping it over a year,he returned it to me with 
the sort of lame excuse that it repeated some parts of the original 
article and that a lot of it did not pertain to the title! 

In checking my book records, I did not find that you had 
ever received copies of my book on 1873. Do you have one? I had 
some bound in hard cover, and whenever I wrote another article 
on 1873, I included a reprint with the books. Please let me know 
what you have- bound or unbound, and supplements. 

Thought you might enjoy the article by Hale Boyle- don't 
know how old it is but it appeared in the old Chicago Daily News, 
now long since defunct. 


Hope all is well, and Tillie joins me in wishing both 
you and Evelyn well. 


P.S. The July Numismatist 
Ed Rochette was doing that 



article about me. 


not 


aware 


that 




Enough Clean-Desk Propaganda! 


BY HAL BOYLE 

N EW YORK—(#)—•'The great American 
dream today is to have two of every¬ 
thing. 

You aren’t a success unless you have 

twin beds in your bedroom, at least two baths in your 
house, and a two-car garage. 

AU I pine for is a simple two-desk office. One desk is 
to work on — the other desk is simply to 
I let things pile up on. 

I get this feeling particularly about this 
period of the year, for now is the time when 
across the land'thousands of memo-pad 
Neros issue a stern edict: 

“This office is getting to look like the 
city dump again. Everybody clean off his 
desk by Friday—or else.” 


Look around you in you^own office. Aren’t the men with 
the neatest desks also the most neurotic employes in the 
place? Don’t they also include most of the hypochondriacs, 
the chronic false-ulcer victims and the fear-ridden deci¬ 
sion dodgers? 

It is also a business truism that most embezzlers—and 
potential embezzlers—are fastidious about their desks. In 
their case the neat desk is the sign of a guilty mind. 


ON THE OTHER HAND, show me a man who keeps a 
^ cluttered desk and I’ll show you one of nature’s noblemen— 
-one who takes joy in his work, is gentle with his children, 
raises not his voice against his wife, and never, never, never 
kicks his dog around. 

The debris on his desk stops there and doesn’t pile up 
in his head. That littered desk is the moat that protects the 
inner castle of his mind; it is his Siegfried line against the 
confusing waves from the outer world that threaten his 
serenity. 

His desk may look like a public library after an earth¬ 
quake, but it is well catalogued to him. If he needs a bit 
of information from it, he can close his eyes, reach out a 
questioning hand—and triumphantly pluck forth th$ desired 
data. 

The man with the tidy mind cannot match this feat. In 
efficiency or real mental order. It is only a sign of con- his passion to win an office gold star for neatness he has 
formltv on the part of the desk's occupant. He hasn't ignorantly tossed away the very information he will need 
cleared his desk for action. He has merely hidden the most later_or else filed it away in son,e drawer where 

nibble where the boss can’t see it_ . it won’t be found again until doomsd ay.- 

----- --— / 


THEY SEEM to have the idea—these 
rubberband Napoleons—that business efficiency Is some- 
T how speeded if everybody’s desk has a cardlne sameness. 
They enthrone neatness and confuse it with order. 

Actually, a Clean desk is no true indication of either 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


July 23, 1987 


Mr. Harry X. Boosel 
P. 0. Box 59293 
Northtown Station 
Chicago, IL 60659 

Dear Harry: 

Thank you for your letter of July 17, 1987. I have a small blue cloth 
bound book which contains the articles you wrote for the Scrapbook. 

It has two sheets loose in it. One is about the visit of the Shah to 
London. If there is something else which our library should have, please 
let me know. 

I carefully read the article about you in the July Numismatist and was 
pleased that you received this nice publicity. It was a pleasure to 
see you in St. Louis and I hope you come often. 


Sincerely 



jah 




Mercantile 
Money Museum 




Mercantile Tower 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 16, 1989 


Mr. Harry X. Boose1 
2635 West Balmoral Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60625 

Dear Harry: 

I am sending you by UPS from our library a box of legal proceedings 
in the case of Fernandez vs. Hall, et al in the U.S. District Court 
of the Central District of California. You requested this data. 

We are glad to furnish these to you for study. Please return them 
promptly after they have served your purpose. 

Si 


Eric P. Newman 
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Eric R Newman 

6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


August 23, 1994 


Mrs. Harry X. Boosel 
P.O. Box 59293 
Northtown Station 
Chicago, IL 60659 

Dear Tillie: 

We were deeply saddened when Josephine told us about Harry's death. I was so 
refreshed by his storytelling and enthusiasm at the OTACS meeting in Detroit 
in July, and was proud to see him honored for 60 years as an ANA member. 

Our relationship in numismatics was so pleasant and stimulating over a long span 
of years. We shared experiences and research. I will miss him. 

Evelyn and I know that you, Nancy and Charles wilLhave many memories of his 
vigorous and interesting life. 
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April 13,1959 


Mr. Harry Boosel 
2635 Balmoral Ave 
Chicago 25, Illinois 

Dear Harry, ■ [ 

I enclose a copy of an insurance claim on your 
coin which we lost. It might interest you to know that 
two of the pieces in our April sale brought *170 each, 
one of them bought by a Washington government official 
and paid for it. 

Yours sincerely, 

/Hans^MrflC S chulman 

u- 
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llth June 1959 


Thomas R Ackerman 
503 W Henry St 
Mount i r o 3 p e c t ,111. 

Dear T 6 n'* 

1 had anticipated payment on my^ooin long ap;o but ^ 3 / 0 ^ 0 t^heard 

^xtVerLrfilfcert^nly can on himT' Cat hie o‘Tice)-Meanwhile: 

1 »«* ^^^cefpi^nStod-^HrSafaome c?i^r4t = 

addressee only-return r- of the goodness of my heart 

^eTh^Xff- c^^son 'The^hole shmean is attached and 
if you want to read it for crying, help yourself. 

I’ve attemoted to number what is attached. 

! ., V letter of 2 / 6/59 with postal receipt and retdrn receipt attached 

/ '/ receipt and saying it wee cent hack. 

I* -ote from his Secretary after I wrote and asked abo-'t my cox*. 

2/27 with envelope, attached v;xth proof of «m fll0 

4. 3 / 4/59 Hoto from his sec re tat- asking me it- value * <7 © 

Lettor'from his sec. S/9/59 e^laining^th^^ica^error £ ™ iUr * 

a%svs«ss». ** ~ 

Ust letter'd wrote him and haven't heard f on him since 


5. 


£xx: 

6. 

7. 


9. 

9. 


will I get all my letters back? 


I’m sending this by registered cause I $orj*t J 3 ®, 

lose it. I registered my coin for only *10 because <that 8bln 
paying insurance fori ?air market ^lue^may ..b^more t^montSs 
since I have been trying to buv a replacement fo 
without success. 


Sincerely 


A 

Harry X Bops&l 


uM' Ackerman. Ho relative of mine. 
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THOMAS R. ACKERMAN 

JnJurance /or Cverif Jx'eed 
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ESTATE PLANNING 
MORTGAGES 


603 W. Henry St. 
Mount Prospect, I1L 
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June 2u, 1959 


M±s* Elizabeth Troy 
Inland Marine Claim Dept* 
American Associated Ins* Cos. 
175 W* Jackson Blvd* 

Chicago, 4, Ill 


Dear Mrs* Troy: 


Re: M- 4420908 / 

Boosel, Harry X 
Coin lost* 


Mr* Boosel reports the loss of a geld Saudi 
Arabia coin, one of the items included in the “miscellaneous 
coins*' under the above captioned policy* 

It seems he mailed it to a Mr*. XXMd&X&X BXXXhXX 
Hans M*F* Schulman of 545 Fifth Ave*, New York 17, N*Y. 
reported to be a reputable dealer in coins in order for 
Schulman to compare it with some presented to him for 
purchase by another source. Schulman suspicioned the ones 
being presented to him from abroad were counterfeit and 
requested Harry to loan him one certified to be genu^nine. 

Schulman claims he mailed Harry*3 coin back to him 
by registered mail on. 2-11-59 but the coin never arrived* 

Schulman made claim to Aetna Insurance Co*, 100 
William Street, New York, N.Y. thru his agent a Mr. Theodore 
Bilick but to date the claim has not been honored* 

The missing coin is reported to be worth $250*00. 

Please do the^necessary to dispose of this matter. 

4^' ' 

/*| j.f ^y©ry trulr_yours, / 

W , yyV/ sss- s 

dL V THOMAS R. ACKER.AN 

P-Js^ The Saup/i Arabia agent apparently is also named 
Ackerman* No relative of mine. 








h Dear •••-rr: .. 

' .-urinr our last phony cbnyersayion ye-*?-- asked me to .give ycii a; 

*{ vgj resume cf;what happened on^the^audi ’Arabian."Sold Disc Vnt 1 sant - 'A 
f k-ybU:. last year.. • ■■• A--, far as i can moke cut;, here : is .what happened* ' : * 

%:[ -. . : v ' ; . . • '■ ’' v * ; 

Cn -ab 5 1.955 I 'sent yo ’ uv 3 dud ^oM Disc,' :: r.rr-:- size,, reyistored 
nail return receipt'requested deli v?r' tc addreg-ses only. 

• u'U nt ^eb 1‘1>1955 'you' sent rue-, a .letter .sayinr it had been’'received 

’• . noted and Vas .-beinr returned , 


eb - : 24 ■ 1.95/'; 1 wrote tell inr. you thaoII. did . ript'-r.et .' the coin. 

to : . W>1£ 59 you?, seer', tar?/- sent ;.me proof: of : ma;ining-by'^cqpy,; 
' of i i'r.a-uran.ee slip'•• ’?o'.573.951. : 


l v 959 your 'secretary v;rote a' note ashing;uhat' valve 
attached' to^thef coih^ and to file- a .-dia'iri with,him'; 


let ter from you expiad n inn: tf-hc c leric al : error in 
u3.-a rnsplt .of. a phonn call. f’i'oo .cit uc yon) 


_'. '>; -dad placed a noni al- value, of 0250 on the coin and although’ 
t have vtpiod. every, 'dealer'-I know .and-.at .conventions since r then, I 
y-I;.. v a.'. ^ A'-Lw ri*O v 'R^?LrtCE Tr-..' GO ITT-. Katurally 1 would. bather 

t have .had t■ ,e ■ coin*'than -the money. • 

% ‘ i* ^ York lo r 17^ia“'%ihe"i959 -and on 17\h, he , w h'l* at 

the ^otex' --ev; x°rker, I- •received a check from you. it amount cf 

_ -?250. -far as, I am concerned, my; case with you i:: closed*. 

ahv.u • ••;. -.■■• •■••rs Baosel' sends her 
f ^tr.oit, wo- hope ', - for,, the A 


*e^ar.d;s to you, and-v/e will see you in 
:ntr‘a?:- States Convention.' 
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P.O. B0xj^132 — NORTHTOWN STATION 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 606|^ 


HARRY X BOOSEL 
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Those Saudi Arabian Gold Discs 

Additional details, not published in the article in the July 1959 

Numismatist by Harry X Boosel. 

Shortly after King Farouk was deposed, Mr. F K Saab, at a qieeting 
of the Chicago Coin Club, displayed both a large and a small Saudi 
disc, in gold. 

I know Saab very well, and being very intrigued by the discs, 
asked him if I could buy a set from him. He said that he had several 
sets but they were in a vault in Egypt and that it would be extremely 
difficult to get any out. 

However, I persisted, and about 195^ I was able to obtain a set 
from Saab for about $100, I continued to research the coins to find 
out whythe United States would make gold coins for a foreign country 
with the U S eagle on them. 

The st&py was finally published in the July 1959 Numismatist. 

During the interim I was able to obtain another small disc from 
Saudi Arabian:, and another one from an auction by Steinberg in 
Florida. This left me with three small and one large disc. 

I conceded the idea of getting two more large ones, or at least 
one more large one to make up sets, and eventually sell them. About 
1958, the larger ones began appearing in Schulman's auctions. But 
they consistently were selling at about $ 175 * which I was not willing 
to pay. 

So I kept bidding at $150 and finally in late 1958 I was 
successful- not ®nly did I ge-jj6ne, but I got three at one time at $150 
each. I really didn't want three, and so I examined the three very 
closely and finally came to the decision that all three were counter= 
feit! The details of the difference appears in the article. 

I returned all) three to Hans, whom I know very well, with a 
short note merely indicating that I thought the three were not genuine. 
I did not wish to enter into lengthy details or arguments, merely said 
I thought them not genuine. 

Back came a letter from Hans- asking me details, since he wished 
to knovy4ll about them- he said it was for his benefit in business. 
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I like Hans, and felt he was sincere, so I sat down and started to 
write him the details, but then I figured that if he didn’t have an 
original, he would know what I was talking about. So I decided to send 
him my original, witha the note. I sent it registered mail, return 
receipt, deliver to adfiressee only- and surely figured that he would 
send it back the same way. 

About a week later I received a note from Hans that he saw the 
difference and was sending my coin back, I waited about a month and still 
no coin. I wrote him and asked for the coin- It turned out that he gave 
it to ^6lerk to send it back and he sent it insured and it was lost. 

I was paid for it but I now hdd no large discs and three small ones. 

At every show and every dealer I saw after that, I tried to get 
another large disc, but those I saw were all counterfeit. 

Finally in 1959* while in New York attending a business seminar, 

I attended a coin auction at a hotel. It was either in June 1959 
or in November 1959. At the auction, John Ford was present, and somehow 
I was talking about the discs amd indicated that I was looking for a 
large one. Ford introduced me to his friend Franklin, and said that 
Franklin had some, In my talk with Franklin, he said that he had 
been "buyirng"these discs and had about a doaen , and would I care to 
look at them. I said I would be happy to do ao. He said that he would 
bring them to the auction in the hotel the next day. 

He did so- took out a coin box with about 15 of them, in a 
variety of envelopes. I looked them over one at a time, carefully, 
and all were the same counterfeitsl 

I later talked to Louis Werner, and mentioned what had taken place. 

He to me- don’$ you know who that i£? That's Franklin- he makes them 

for Ford! 

With so many in one place, I began to doubt what I knew, and finally 
I remembered Vern Brown was the Curator at Chase, and I had talked to him 
about the discs at one time or another. So I called him and asked if the 
Chase still had discs and when had they obtained them. He told me yes, 
they still had them, and had obtained them shortly after they were made. 

I asked him if I could examine them, and he said sure- So next noon I 
went therem, he took them out of the ease, and there we were- originals 
as I had known. My faith in myself had been restored. 
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Since I had written the article, some dealers had looked upon 
me as an expert in the Saudi discs and in 1964, at the Cleveland 
convention, as I entered the bourse room, Sol Kaplan grabbed me and 
asked me to authenticate some large discs he had just bought. 

I took them to the room and they were genuine- Sid Smith 
also grabbed me and asked me to look at some he had- they too, were 


I was able to purchase one from each to make sets, which 


I sold a few years ago. 

At the ’64 convention, apparently someone had brought in about a 
doaen and had sold some to Sol and some to Sid. Even today, I still 
get an occasional disc from Sid for authentication. 

At the Round Table here in Chicago, I told Hoskins that I 
would be happy to authenticate any he might be hairing trouble with, 
and referred him to my July 1959 article. 
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HARRY X BOOSEL 

P.O. BOX 5^132 — NORTHTOWN STATION 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 606^ 

27 th May 1975 


Dear Eric: 

I wrote up the Saudi story as best I could remember- pages- 
enclosed, beaause I couldn’t find the correspondence with Hans Schulman. 
Then after I wrote it, I looked in another file (claims) and found the 
correspondence with Schmlman and my own insurance company. 

So I'm also enclosing the correspondence with Schulman, but this 
I want back- the 2| page story is yours. Note Hans says that he had 
someone from Saudi Arabia in his office looking at the coins! 

I now believe that the auction I mentioned in my story, during 
which I met Franklin, was in November 1959. 


Regarding our daughter, Nanci, and Charlie Judge- Nanci was 21 
last January. She has been attending Florida Institute of.Technology 
in Jensen Beach Florida since last summer. She met Charlie last Sept 
but didn't tell us anything until November. By that time she had become 
quite intimate with him. He was not working but had attended FIT 
the previous year and was looking for ajob at the time. He took up 
so much of Nanci's time (we found out later) that she dropped her 
major (math) and ended up that quarter with only 6 hours credit. 

Then in January, Charlie went to diving school in Ft Pierce, sa 20 
miles noith of Jensen Beach but he was still living in Stuart, nearby, 
and apparently they managed to spend week-ends together. 

Tillie &Mrs Boosel) and I went to Jensen Beach in March to try to 
get this matter resolved- we talked to Charlie (alone) and he emphatically 
stated that they were just good friends and he had no intention of marrying 
and that Nanci also understood it, We took him at his word. He said 
that he was leaving soon for a job in New Orleans and that he would 
break it off then. 


Well, on Mother's Day we got our bombshell. Nanci told us she was 
going to New Orleans for 10 days to be with Charlie, and that she was 
going to spend the summer with him in N.O. and then they would later be 
married. You can imagine our feaction. We wonder how much of this 
the Judges know. 


I plan to fly to New Orleans Monday (June 2) and will talk to the 
two of them to try to dissuade them from what they plan. We do want 
Nanci to at least finish her associate degree, which may take until 
June 1976. Then I"11 fly with Nj^Kbi to Miami, reant a car and drive 
her to Jensen Bea&ch, and try to talk some sense into her. Failing all 
this, Tillie and I may try to go to St. Louis to talk to the Judges, and 
let them know what is going on and how we about it all. 


If you should see them soon, perhaps you could mention some of 
this to them. W<? wonder how much they know. 



Kindest regards, 


ANA 4343 
LM 77 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


July 7, 1975 


Mr. Harry X. Boosel 

P. 0. Box 59132 Northtown Station 

Chicago, IL 60659 

Dear Harry: 

I return with thanks the file you were nice enough to 
send me on the complications with Schulman over the Saudi Arabia 
discs. 


Your experience continues to amaze me, particularly because 
of the personnel involved. 

The Egyptian referred to might have been Fouad K. Saab of 
St. Louis. The other curiosity is that Mr. Ackerman was supposed to 
be a friend of Schulman from Saudi Arabia and is the same name as 
your insurance agent. Are they the same people? 

tfy kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 






7/31/75 



COLLINS AVENUE AT 961* STREET 
MIAMI BEACH. FLORIDA 33154 


Dear Eric: 

Guess you didn't see the note on one of the 
last pages from my insurance man- he mentioned that the 
other Ackerman was no relative. 

Gave a talk at one of the Miami clubs last 
week on the Saudi Gold- they were quite interested 
since many had some- they brought it to the next 
meeting at another locationthe next day, and would you 
believe that all the big ones were counterfeit! 

Also gave a talk on my favorite subject ( 1873- 
what else?) at the Gold Coast club in Hollywood. All 
the local clubs seem to have good junior programs going/. 

Will be here until about August 9th and then 
will head west to L A arriving about Aug 17 (my birthday). 

Have been trying (not too hard) to be on the 
ANA Educational Program- Is Rochette the one to pin 
down? 

Noted an item in the Coin World- Canada is 
advocating a 2£ g piece! 

See you in L A- I already have my tickets for 
the NLG bash- 

Oh yes, dashed off a little something for the 
Numismatist- title " Regular Dies - Trial Piece " 

In my opinion- no way- Trial pieces in copper and 
aluminum were made from Proof Dies, not regular dies! 
Proved it by a small network of minute die-cracks on the 
1873 $1 gold proof and the copper and aluminum trial 
pieces of the same. 
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Those Saudi Arabian Gold Discs 

Additional details,not published in the article in the July 1959 
Numismatist by Harry X Boosel. 


Shortly after King Farouk was deposed. Nr. F K Saab, at a cting 
of the Chicago Coin Club, displayed both a large-and a small 

disc, in gold. H -^ ■' 

I know Saab very well, and being_.very intrigued by-the discs, 
asked him if I could buy a set from him. He said that he had severe 
se ts but they were in a vault in Egypt and that it would be extremely 
difficult to get any out. _ 

However. I persisted, and about 195* I was able to obtain a set 
from Saab for about $100. I continued to research the corns to fin 
out whythe United States would make gold coins for a foreign country 
with the U S eagle on them. 

The stdcy was finally published in the July 1959 Numismatist. 

During the interim I was able to obtain another small disc from 
Saudi Arabian, and another one from an auction by Steinberg in 
Florida. This left me with three small and one large disc. 

I conceded the idea of getting two more large ones, or at least 
one more large one to make up sets, and eventually sell them. About 
1958, the larger ones began appearing in Schulman's auctions. But 
they consistently were selling at about $175. which I was not willing 


to pay. 

So X kept bidding at $150 and finally in late 1958 X was 
successful- not Inly did I getfne, but I got three at one time at $150 
each. I really didn't want three, and so I examined the three very 
closely and finally came to the decision that all three were counter 
feit! The detials of the difference appears in the article. 


I returned alll three to Hans, whom I know very well, with a 
short note merely indicating that I thought the three were not genuine, 
I did not wish to enter into lengthy details or arguments, mer y 
I thought them not genuine. 

Back came a letter from Hans- asking me details, since he wished 
to knov/4.11 about them- he said it was for his benefit in business. 










I like Hans, and felt he was sincere, so I sat down and started to 
write him the details, but then I figured that if he didn't have an 
original, he would know what X was talking about. So I decided to send 
him my original, withH the note. I sent it registered mail, return 
receipt, deliver 'to addressee only- and surely figured that he would 
send it back the same way. 

About a week later I received a note from Hans that he saw the 
difference and was sending my coin back. I waited about a month and still 
no coin. I wrote him and asked for the coin- It turned out that he gave 
it to ^6lerk to send it back and he sent it insured and it was lost. 

I was paid for it but I now hdd no large discs and three small ones. 

At every show and every dealer I saw after that, I tried to get 
another large disc, but those I saw were all counterfeit. 

Finally in 1959, while in New York attending a business seminar, 

I attended a coin auction at a hotel. It was either in June 1959 
or in November 1959. At the auction, John Ford was present, and somehow 
I was talking about the discs and indicated that I was looking for a 
large one. Ford introduced me to his friend Franklin, and said that 
Franklin had some, In my talk with Franklin, he said that he had 
been "buying"these discs and had about a doaen , and would I care to 
look at them. I said I would be happy to do so. He said that he would 
bring them to the auction in the hotel the next day. 

He did so- took out a coin box with about 15 of them, in a 
variety of envelopes. I looked then over one at a time, carefully, 
and all were the same counterfeits! 

I later talked to Louis V/eraer, and mentioned what had taken plasre. 

He siad to me- don’$ you know who that i±? That's Franklin- he makes them 
for Ford! 

With so many in one place, I began to doubt what I knew, and finally 
I remembered Vern Brown was the Curator at Chase, and I had talked to him 
about the discs at one time or another. So I called him and asked if the 
Chase still had discs and when had they obtained them. He told me yes, 
they still had them, and had obtained them shortly after they were made. 

I asked him if I could examine them, and he said sure- So next noon I 
went there?;, he took them out of the case, and there we were— oriminals 














